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I. Introduction 
A. Terminology – Understanding the Concepts of the House of Prayer & the Prayer Movement
1. The Emergence of the House of Prayer

There are two distinct but interrelated realities in the body of Christ that are increasingly being referred to by using the language above. 

a. A Prayerful Church
(1) Within the body of Christ there has been a dramatic surge of interest in worship and prayer in the last three decades that crosses national, ethnic, and denominational lines. Increasingly believers are being stirred by the LORD to engage in personal and corporate prayer.

(2) The recent trend of  massive gatherings for fasting and prayer occurring  in stadiums across the earth is surely one of the most visible evidences of this movement, but just as important is the marked increase of small meetings at local churches.

b. Prayer Ministries – the Phenomenon of Night & Day Prayer 

(1) Within the larger contours of the international prayer movement is the phenomenon of houses of prayer. Without any united effort or centralized organization whatsoever, Christians all across the earth are gathering with a common longing to establish night and day prayer in their cities and regions. 

(2) These initiatives have arisen independently (or at the least organically) and cross generational, racial and denominational lines. In America alone there are dozens of thriving or fledgling houses of prayer.
 Nearly every major city, and scores of smaller ones, are the site of 24-7 initiatives. 

(3) The significance of this figure is more readily felt when realizing that just twenty years ago the same number was likely less than five, none of which had anything remotely resembling a 24-hour schedule. Lifting our eyes from the shores of the United States, the international horizon presents a dizzying spectacle of houses of prayer emerging in multitudes of countries throughout the earth.  
2. Biblical Definition
a. The phrase “house of prayer” is a biblical term that occurs in Isaiah 56:7. It is this passage that Jesus is directly quoting on Monday of Passion Week in the context of His second cleansing of the temple in Jerusalem.

6 “Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants—Everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant— 7Even them I will ﻿﻿bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My ﻿﻿house of prayer. ﻿﻿Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be ﻿﻿accepted on My altar; for ﻿﻿My house shall be called a house of prayer ﻿﻿for all nations.” 8 The Lord God, ﻿﻿who gathers the outcasts of Israel, says, ﻿﻿“Yet I will gather to him others besides those who are gathered to him.” Isaiah 56:6-8

Then Jesus went into the temple ﻿﻿of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the ﻿﻿money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. ﻿13﻿ And He said to them, “It is written, ﻿﻿‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ﻿﻿‘den of thieves.’” ﻿14﻿ Then the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. ﻿Matt 21:12-14

b. When the larger context of Isaiah is considered, it is very clear the house of prayer is the Mountain of the LORD’s House, first prophesied in the second chapter of Isaiah. Thus, as the historical contours of the scene in the gospels suggest, the house of prayer is the Millennial Temple (II Samuel 7:13,Zech 6:12-13, Psalm 48:9, Ezekiel 40-48) that sits at the heights of the restored city of Jerusalem after the second coming of Jesus.

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2  Now ﻿﻿it shall come to pass ﻿﻿in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it. 3 Many people shall come and say, ﻿﻿“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” ﻿﻿For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  Isaiah 2:1-3

c. Recognizing this is important because it contextualizes the contemporary expression of the house of prayer within the larger biblical story. Furthermore, we are led to realize that this present movement of prayer and worship is intended by God to be a signpost pointing toward the future. 

B. Purpose – Clarifying the Motivation

1. The goal of this teaching will be to cast a vision for why the vision for a house of prayer should be embraced by the body of Christ in the cities of Scotland. This is in contrast to answering the question of how to build a house of prayer (in all of its varying expressions).

2. As the vision is pursued, scores of questions related to “how” will inevitably come up, but these cannot be answered unless the biblical rationale behind the house of prayer is firmly established.
3. It is imperative to set our plumb line in the theological center, and from there move outward to assess and apply practical implications. Increasingly many people are seeking to emulate an outward form (whether that is daily prayer meetings or a 24/7 expression) without sufficient understanding of the theological substructure that makes it possible to build and maintain.
4. Whether one’s goal is simply to increase the frequency and participation of prayer meetings in their local church or actually establish night and day ministry to the LORD, it would be wise to ‘major’ heavily on preaching and studying the why of the prayer movement for at least five years and not be overly concerned with the organization and logistics of it.

5. In the following section there are four very general reasons drawn from Scripture as to why the vision of the house of prayer should be embraced. These are not thorough, and by no means are they comprehensive, but I believe they are a simple and clear way of communicating the motivation for the prayer movement to others and a starting point for your own journey.

II. A Revelation of the Biblical Call to Persevering Prayer
Reason # 1 – Scripture calls us to persevering prayer, and states that there is efficacy in persistent supplication. The natural end of this truth is to literally pray without ceasing.

A. The Privilege of Intercession
1. Perspective
a. To gain perspective on what an almost incomprehensible privilege prayer is, consider the perspective of an angel. For thousands of years they have surrounded the heavenly throne, some perpetually engaged in praise (Hebrews 12:22, Rev 5), others dispatched as servants to accomplish the purposes of God (Dan 9, Luke 1-2).  
b. Yet throughout the centuries of their existence, not once has one ever just elbowed their way through the myriads in front of them, stood before the throne, and asked God to do something for them. To them what we do everyday around the dinner table, in the car, or on our knees beside our bed is absolutely unthinkable.
2. Boldness  
a. We address the majestic Creator of the universe and make requests of Him. Lest it escape our notice, the “we” at the start of that sentence refers to broken, sinful, depraved human beings redeemed by the blood of Jesus.  
b. Analogously, consider a treasonous serf having been pardoned from hanging on the gallows deciding to march into the castle, stand in the court before the throne of the King, and begin asking Him for wealth from His treasury of riches.  
c. Yet not only does God tolerate such seemingly outrageous audacity, He actually commands us to do so with boldness!
15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:15-16

 11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! Matthew 7:11

11 …according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. Eph 3:11-12

B. The Power of Prayer
1. Persistence

8 I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.  9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. Luke 11:8-10 

a. We must marvel at the mystery that God has given men the opportunity to contend for certain things in prayer and actually apprehend them. This is staggering, and yet one further step of realization is necessary.  

b. Those treasures acquired would not be attained or experienced apart from the process of persistent supplication. Thus a man may even pray once, and never see fruit from his petition. Yet when he resolves within himself to wrestle and labor in prayer with perseverance, the breakthrough comes.
2 You do not have because you do not ask. James 4:2
21 This kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting. Matthew 17:21
18 The LORD longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on High to have compassion on you....19 He will surely be gracious to you at the sound of your cry; when He hears it, He will answer you. Isaiah 30:18-19
2. Potential

a. Outwardly prayer appears to be the epitome of weakness, and yet from God’s perspective it is the mightiest thing we can do. When we whisper and stammer our petitions we access the heart of the One who shapes our lives and the whole of history.

b. Indeed, if taken seriously and literally, the words of Jesus expose layer after layer of unbelief and ignorance concerning the true potential of the power of prayer.

13 And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. John 16:13-14

24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them. Mark 11:24

23 “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. John 15:23-24  

C. Cumulative Effect of Continual Supplication

With these truths before us, we can move toward the simple conclusion that there is a cumulative, compounding dynamic of praying without ceasing. Jesus clearly linked efficacy in supplication to persistence. Therefore, when a corporate body engages in unyielding prayer there is a potency beyond mere independent succession – like a hammer pounding on the same place until the dam breaks and the answer bursts forth from He who longs to be gracious.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints— Ephesians 6:17-18

2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving… Colossians 4:2

Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 2 saying:  “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ 4 And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ” 6 Then the Lord said,  “Hear what the unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” Luke 18:1-8
III. The Biblical Precedent for Night & Day Ministry to the LORD
Reason # 2 – Unceasing worship and prayer is biblical, and it is historical. Both Scripture and tradition attest to the legitimacy of its existence and its potency of impact. 

A. The Tabernacle of David
1. Introduction

a. This refers to the tent that King David erected for the Ark on Mt. Zion in Jerusalem prior to the building of the temple on Mt. Moriah by Solomon. This very nondescript canopy stood from approximately 1003 – 960 B.C. and was the epicenter of a divinely orchestrated revolution of worship. 
b. Defying all tradition up until that point, David set in place a very specific order of worship that incorporated music, prayer, joyful celebration, and antiphonal (responsive) proclamation. Most significant to the present context is that this liturgy was unceasing.
2. General Characteristics of Davidic Worship

a. Divinely Inspired

The liturgy David instituted was, at the time, profoundly unorthodox relative to the long-standing Mosaic tradition. Yet Scripture is clear that David was acting in obedience to divine instruction.

 19"All this," said David, "the LORD made me understand in writing by His hand upon me, all the details of this pattern." I Chronicles 28:19

﻿﻿He then stationed the Levites in the house of the Lord with cymbals, with harps and with lyres, ﻿﻿according to the command of David and of ﻿﻿Gad the king’s seer, and of ﻿﻿Nathan the prophet; for the command was from the Lord through His prophets…  II Chron29:25

…whom David and Samuel the seer appointed in their office of trust. I Chronicles 9:22 

b. Musical & Choral (I Chronicles 15:16-29, 16:4-6, 42, and numerous other passages)

c. Specific Qualities of Davidic Worship

(1) Intercessory (see the petitions of the Psalms)

(2) Antiphonal (Ezra 2:65; 3:1-13; Nehemiah 12:27-47, the arrangement of the Psalter)

(3) Continual (I Chronicles 16:6, 37)

(4) Scriptural (II Chron 29:30)

30 Moreover, King Hezekiah and the officials ordered the Levites to sing praises to the Lord with the words of David and Asaph the seer. ﻿﻿So they sang praises with joy, and bowed down and worshiped. II Chronicles 29:30

d. Governed 

(1) Ordered (I Chronicles 15:16-28, 16:9, 23; 25:1)

(2) Skillful (I Chronicles 15:22, II Chronicles 34:12, Psalm 33:3)

(3) Instructive (I Chronicles 25:1-7; II Chronicles 23:13)
3. The Night & Day Ministry of the Tabernacle of David: A Closer Look

a. The order of musicians and singers that David organized under the leadership of the Holy Spirit was based around 288 skillfully trained men. This group was divided into twenty-four units of twelve, with each unit serving as the leaders in ministry to the LORD for an hour each day (see I Chronicles 25:1-31).

b. They coordinated and gave instruction to the four-thousand Levitical musicians who were separated into twenty-four courses, each coming up to Jerusalem to serve for two weeks out of the year (see I Chronicles 9:17-32, 23:5)
c. Psalm 84 is a powerful example of one of the Levites expressing their yearning that they could be among those whom the LORD called to remain in Jerusalem and actually dwell in the chambers of the Temple. 

4. The Revival of the Davidic Order of Worship

After Solomon’s reign and the division of the kingdom of Israel, Jerusalem was often presided over by wicked kings who caused the order of worship instituted by David to fall into ruin. There were periods, however, when a righteous leader would revive the Davidic order. In each of these cases it marked a national turning to the LORD and often victory over their enemies.

a. Jehoshaphat (Around 870 B.C.) – II Chronicles 20:14-30

b. Hezekiah (Around 725 B.C.) – II Chronicles 29:25-30

c. Josiah (Around 628 B.C.) – II Chronicles 35:1-19

d. Post-Exilic Community (Ezra – 537/38 B.C. & Nehemiah – 445/444 B.C.) - Ezra 2:65; 3:1-13; Nehemiah 12:27-47

B. The Apostolic Church – a Sojourning Community of Prayer
1. Perspective on the Evidence of the New Testament

a. It is very true that in the New Testament there is not a specific injunction to emulate a formal, organized liturgy like that of the tabernacle of David. 

b. However, it must be kept in mind  that there are virtually no formal commands for anything structural or institutional from of the mouth of Jesus or His apostles. 

c. All that was insisted upon was that there was order (elders and deacons) and that believers were not to forsake gathering together for worship.

2. A People of Profound Prayer

At the heart of the apostolic Church was not a desire to establish a ‘place’, organization, structure, or schedule. Yet despite this absence, it is clear that the consuming commitment to prayer at the heart of night and day devotion was powerfully present in the early Church.

﻿﻿We give thanks to God, ﻿﻿the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you… For this reason also, ﻿﻿since the day we heard of it, ﻿﻿we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the ﻿﻿﻿﻿knowledge of His will in all spiritual ﻿﻿wisdom… Colossians 1:3, 9

﻿﻿We give thanks to God always for all of you, ﻿﻿making mention of you in our prayers… I Thessalonians 1:2

For ﻿﻿what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account, 10 as we ﻿﻿night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may ﻿﻿see your face, and may ﻿﻿complete what is lacking in your faith? I Thess 3:9-10

﻿﻿Epaphras, ﻿﻿who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always ﻿﻿laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may ﻿﻿stand ﻿﻿﻿﻿perfect and ﻿﻿fully assured in all the will of God. Colossians 4:12

﻿﻿Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything ﻿﻿give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. I Thessalonians 5:17-18

﻿﻿With all ﻿﻿prayer and petition ﻿﻿﻿﻿pray at all times ﻿﻿in the Spirit, and with this in view, ﻿﻿﻿﻿be on the alert with all ﻿﻿perseverance and ﻿﻿petition for all the saints… Ephesians 6:18

Peter was therefore kept in prison, but ﻿﻿constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. Acts 12:5

C. Historical Perspective

Though secondary to Scripture, it is also helpful to realize that night and day prayer has a rich tradition that runs deep into the moorings of Church history.
1. Alexander & the Akoimetoi (“the sleepless ones”) – Constantinople and surrounding regions - began shortly before 400 A.D. and continued for unknown duration
2. Agaune (modern-day St. Maurice, Switzerland) – 515 A.D. – early 9th century
3. Bangor, Ireland - 558 – 824 A.D.

4. Cluny, France - 910 – 1089 A.D.

5. Moravians - August 27th 1727 for one-hundred years 

IV. Standing in the Gap: the Necessity of Intercession in Light of Global Need
Reason # 3 – The only reasonable response when considering the unregenerate masses of humanity and the depths of human suffering in the earth is to pray without ceasing. 
A. Understanding Intercession

1. A Ministry to Others
a. Night and day prayer is first and foremost an act of extravagant love for God. In a secondary way, however, it is also a profound expression of love for men. Through continual intercession we answering Jesus’ behest to love those who cannot repay us. 
b. Intercession is a ministry which draws us into the servanthood of Christ as hours are spent lifting our voices and shedding our tears for people in need of His mercy, most of whom will never know our name or give a moment of thought to our existence. 
2. God’s Displeasure and Our Invitation 

Then the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him that there was no justice.  16 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor; therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; and His own righteousness, it sustained Him.  17 For He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak.  Isaiah 59:15-17

a. As it was in Isaiah’s day, injustice deeply displeases the LORD and He looks for those among His people who will be intercessors. 

b. To be an intercessor is virtually synonymous with acting as a mediator. It is standing between two parties in order to seek reconciliation. 
c. Of course Jesus is the great and glorious Intercessor (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:35), reconciling the world to God, and we are beckoned to embrace fellowship with Him through the ministry of intercession.

B. Standing in the Gap 

30 So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. 31 Therefore I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; and I have recompensed their deeds on their own heads,” says the Lord GOD.  Ezekiel 22:30-31

1. Though in our day we are in peril of being so saturated by statistics that we become desensitized to suffering, few would argue with the assertion that the injustice in the earth is dire. Our response, therefore, must be to stand in the gap and  beseech God for great mercy on the nations. 
 “There is a twofold use of prayer: One is to obtain strength and blessing for our own lives.  The other is the higher and true glory of prayer for which Christ has taken us into His fellowship and teaching: intercession, the royal power a child of God exercises in heaven on behalf of others…When we go to God as a friend of the poor and the perishing, we can count on His friendliness. The righteous man who is a friend of the poor is a very special friend of God. This gives wonderful liberty in prayer.”

2. Furthermore, it is not too much to say that the need is indeed so great, that the only reasonable response is to cast off our lethargy, break the vice-grip that comfort and convenience holds on our time, and commit as a corporate people to unceasing intercession for the nations of the earth.

3. Just as the terrible din of the constant groaning of the sick, the impoverished, the outcast, and the lost never falls silent, may loud cries of mercy from the body of Christ be unceasing as well.

4. While this primarily takes the form of praying for the wicked to cease from their rebellion and instead give glory to God and be forgiven of their sins, we should not think that it is any way limited to it.
5. For how can one hear the gospel if they have perished from starvation? How can one know the truth of Jesus if they lie dead on the floor of a brothel? Countless masses and innumerable hordes are a meal away from being consigned to a lake of fire forever. If this be so, how then must we pray?  

“Prayer, unlimited in its possibilities, stands midway between heaven and earth; with one hand it reaches up to heaven, with the other down to earth; in it, faith prepares to receive, what charity is ready to dispense.”

V. The preeminence of Jesus (see part 2 of notes)
Reason # 4 – The paramount necessity for incessant worship and prayer lies in the glory of Jesus: He is worthy of perpetual adoration.
� Due to the fact that there is no overarching organizational structure for these houses of prayer it is very difficult to quantify precisely how many exist, and what level of weekly commitment would merit inclusion on the list. For this reason the figure was intentionally generic. “Dozens”, however is in no way hyperbole. If anything it is a very conservative way of summing up the phenomenon in the United States. 


� Ephesians 2:19-22, I Timothy 3:14-15, Hebrews 3:3-6, and I Peter 2:4-7 do all refer to the Church as the LORD’s “house” either directly or indirectly. As a result, many have understandably come to the conclusion that when Jesus stood in Herod’s temple and prophesied that His house would be called “the house of prayer”, He was referring to the Church. This would be compelling if it were not for the often overlooked fact that Jesus is directly quoting an Old Testament passage that is clearly prophesying of a physical locale in the future. Since clearly the New Testament does call the Church His house, and clearly we are called to be a people of prayer, there is nothing negative about using the language of the “house of prayer” for the Church, but this exegetical truth (as opposed to just a conceptual connection) must be paramount in our understanding.


� The question of NT ecclesiology, its relationship to the OT form of worship, and how the vision for the house of prayer relates to it is beyond the scope of this session. 


� Andrew Murray, With Christ in the School of Prayer (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 1981), p 61-62.


� Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, p 733. Here, in part, lies that inseparable connection between a profound commitment to intercession and deeds of mercy – a relationship often present in the history of monasticism.  
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