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I. establishing a framework of soverignty
A. Introducing the Concept of Sovereignty

Sovereignty in biblical  refers to the extent of the power, dominion, and authority of God. This corresponds to His identity as King or Ruler. The subject of sovereignty is, therefore, related to the administration of His government and the relationship between His power and His creation. 
B. Definitions

4438 מַלְכוּת [malkuwth, malkuth, malkuyah /mal·kooth/] n f. From 4427; 91 occurrences; AV translates as “kingdom” 51 times, “reign” 21 times, “royal” 13 times, “realm” four times, “empire” once, and “estate” once. 1 royalty, royal power, reign, kingdom, sovereign power. 1a royal power, dominion. 1b reign. 1c kingdom, realm.

sov•er•eign•ty also sov•ran•ty \-tē\ noun
plural -ties [Middle English soverainte, from Anglo-French sovereinté, from soverein] 14th century

1
obsolete : supreme excellence or an example of it

2
a : supreme power especially over a body politic

b : freedom from external control : autonomy
c : controlling influence

3
: one that is sovereign especially : an autonomous state

4427 מָלַךְ, מָלַךְ [malak /maw·lak/] v. A primitive root; 348 occurrences; AV translates as “reign” 289 times, “king” 46 times, “made” four times, “queen” twice, “consulted” once, “indeed” once, “make” once, “rule” once, “set” once, “surely” once, and “set up” once. 1 to be or become king or queen, reign. 1a (Qal) to be or become king or queen, reign. 1b (Hiphil) to make one king or queen, cause to reign. 1c (Hophal) to be made king or queen. 2 to counsel, advise. 2a (Niphal) to consider.

1203. δεσπότης despótēs; gen. despótou, masc. noun. Master, one who possesses supreme authority, despot. More commonly used as a comp. noun with oíkos (3624), house, household, i.e., oikodespótēs (3617), master in respect to his slaves (1 Tim. 6:1; 2 Tim. 2:21; 1 Pet. 2:18).

(I) As opposed to a servant, the head of a family (1 Tim. 6:1, 2; 2 Tim. 2:21; Titus 2:9; 1 Pet. 2:18).

(II) By implication as denoting supreme authority in which case equal to Lord, spoken of God (Luke 2:29; Acts 4:24); of Christ (2 Pet. 2:1; Jude 1:4; Rev. 6:10; Sept.: Gen. 15:2, 8; Job 5:8; Prov. 29:26; Is. 1:24).

1413. δυνάστης dunástēs; gen. dunástou, masc. noun from dúnamai (1410), to be able. Possessor of power or authority, one who occupies high position (Acts 8:27; Sept.: Gen. 50:4; Lev. 19:15; Jer. 34:19), especially of independent rulers of territories (Luke 1:52). Referring to the Lord as the absolute ruler (1 Tim. 6:15; Sept.: Prov. 8:15; 23:1).

1sov•er•eign also sov•ran \ˈsä-v(ə-)rən, -vərn also ˈsə-\ noun
[Middle English soverain, from Anglo-French soverein, from soverein, adjective] 13th century

1
a : one possessing or held to possess sovereignty

b : one that exercises supreme authority within a limited sphere

c : an acknowledged leader : arbiter
2
: any of various gold coins of the United Kingdom
2sovereign also sovran adjective
[Middle English soverain, from Anglo-French soverein, from Vulgar Latin *superanus, from Latin super over, above — more at over] 14th century

1
a : superlative in quality : excellent
b : of the most exalted kind : supreme 〈sovereign virtue〉
c : having generalized curative powers 〈a sovereign remedy〉
d : of an unqualified nature : unmitigated 〈sovereign contempt〉
e : having undisputed ascendancy : paramount
2
a : possessed of supreme power 〈a sovereign ruler〉
b : unlimited in extent : absolute
c : enjoying autonomy : independent 〈sovereign states〉
3
: relating to, characteristic of, or befitting a sovereign synonym see free — sov•er•eign•ly adverb

C. A King, His Kingdom, & Translation

1. As these definitions make clear, the root word in both Hebrew, Greek, and English means “king” or “ruler”, and its derivative is synonymous with “kingdom” , “dominion”, or “rule”.
2. The meaning of the word accounts for how scarcely sovereignty is actually used in the Bible. In the ESV, “Sovereign” occurs three times and there are no instances of “sovereignty”.  The NASB only has one occurrence of “Sovereign” and seven of “sovereignty (five of these are in the book of Daniel). 

3. Examples of alternate translation:

The Lord has established His throne in the heavens, And His sovereignty rules over all.  (Psalm 103:19, NASB95) 

“The fortified city will disappear from Ephraim, and sovereignty from Damascus And the remnant of Aram; They will be like the glory of the sons of Israel,” Declares the Lord of hosts. ” (Isaiah 17:3, NASB95) 

“The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. ” (Psalm 103:19, ESV) 

“The fortress will disappear from Ephraim, and the kingdom from Damascus; and the remnant of Syria will be like the glory of the children of Israel, declares the Lord of hosts. ” (Isaiah 17:3, ESV) 

D. Contrasting & Clarifying 
There are two important things to recognize in placing God’s sovereignty within its proper governmental framework: 
1. God’s Government & Not Human Government

a. The first is that this has no congruity whatsoever with an emphasis on human institutions of government. 

b. The subject of God’s sovereignty cannot be used as justification for seeking to impose a particular political agenda. 

2. Real Government 

a. The second is that this differs from how the subject of sovereignty is typically addressed  at both the congregational and scholarly level. Instead of a governmental framework, sovereignty is placed within a philosophical one. 
b. The result is that God’s relationship to creation is thought about in abstract terms of causation, with particular emphasis on the role of the Divine power in human salvation. God’s sovereign choice is pitted against the freedom of the human will. 
c. It must be emphasized that this is not the biblical concept of sovereignty and while understanding how one is saved is very important, it is not at all in view in this session. We must disassociate these philosophical concepts and free the word sovereignty to be defined by Scripture.
d. The truths that should be associated with God’s sovereignty, or His rule as King upon the cosmic throne, has been subsumed by the concept of providence. The latter is borrowed directly from Greek philosophy, and most treatments of providence have little to no emphasis on God’s identity as King or His real governance of the heavens and the earth.
No single word in biblical Hebrew or Greek expresses the idea of God’s providence. pronoia is used for God’s [see footnote] purposive foresight by Plato, Stoic writers, Philo, who wrote a book On Providence (Peri pronoias), Josephus, and the authors of Wisdom (cf. 14:3; 17:2) and 3, 4 Macc.; but in the NT pronoia occurs only twice (Acts 24:2; Rom. 13:14), both times denoting, not God’s care and forethought, but man’s. The cognate verb pronoeō, too, is used only of man (Rom. 12:17; 2 Cor. 8:21; 1 Tim. 5:8).
 [brackets added]
The first thinker to assert a systematic doctrine of divine providence is Plato, particularly in the Timaeus and in Book X of the Laws. In the Timaeus (29E), he makes an assertion which was to have great impact on later philosophy, and even on Christian theology, when he states that the Demiurge, the creator god presented in that dialogue, “was good, and in the good there subsists no envy ever about anything; being free of this, then, he wished that everything be so far as possible like unto himself”…Later, in Laws X, by way of proving the existence of the gods, Plato presents us (896Eff.) with a World Soul which guides the whole universe benevolently (though hampered to some extent in its operations by another soul of opposite tendency—possibly just the negative force of Matter… Plato then proceeds to argue against what was later the Epicurean doctrine that the gods exist but exercise no care over human affairs (899D–905D), and in the process he produces all the arguments that would later be used to support the doctrine of divine providence. This is therefore a text of fundamental importance.
 [underline added]
E. God’s Universal Kingdom & the Cosmic Throne
26﻿ ﻿﻿And above the firmament over their heads was the likeness of a throne, ﻿﻿in appearance like a sapphire stone; on the likeness of the throne was a likeness with the appearance of a man high above ﻿﻿it. ﻿27﻿ Also from the appearance of His waist and upward ﻿﻿I saw, as it were, the color of amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. Ez. 1:26-28

Immediately I was ﻿﻿﻿﻿in the Spirit; and behold, ﻿﻿a throne was standing in heaven, and ﻿﻿One sitting on the throne. 3 And He who was sitting was like a ﻿﻿jasper stone and a ﻿﻿sardius in appearance; and there was a ﻿﻿﻿﻿rainbow around the throne, like an ﻿﻿emerald in appearance. Revelation 4:2-3

1. Enthroned in the Heavens

The LORD sits on a real throne in the highest of heavens governing the works of His hands from within His creation (Is. 40:22). 
The Lord is in His ﻿﻿holy temple; the ﻿﻿Lord’s ﻿﻿throne is in heaven; His ﻿﻿eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.  5 The Lord ﻿﻿tests the righteous and ﻿﻿the wicked, And the one who loves violence His soul hates.  6 Upon the wicked He will ﻿﻿rain ﻿﻿snares; ﻿﻿Fire and brimstone and ﻿﻿burning wind will be the portion of ﻿﻿their cup. Psalm 11:4-6

﻿﻿The Lord ﻿﻿reigns, He is ﻿﻿clothed with majesty; the Lord has ﻿﻿clothed and girded Himself with strength; indeed, the ﻿﻿world is firmly established, it will not be moved.  2 Your ﻿﻿throne is established from of old; You ﻿﻿are from everlasting.  3 The ﻿﻿floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice, the floods lift up their pounding waves.   4 More than the sounds of many waters, than the mighty breakers of the sea, the Lord ﻿﻿on high is mighty.  Psalm 92:1-4

The Lord has established His throne in heaven, and ﻿﻿His kingdom rules over all. Psalm 103:19

﻿You, O Lord, ﻿﻿rule forever; Your ﻿﻿throne is from generation to generation.  Lamentations 5:19

2. His Everlasting Kingdom

God’s throne in the highest of heavens corresponds to a real kingdom that encompasses the heavens and the earth  - the totality of God’s creation. This could be called God’s universal kingdom, and should not be confused with the messianic kingdom (which corresponds to the throne of David) that will be established by Jesus at His return.

Hezekiah prayed before the Lord and said, “O Lord, the God of Israel, ﻿﻿who are ﻿﻿enthroned above the cherubim, ﻿﻿You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. II Kings 19:15

The Lord is ﻿﻿King forever and ever… Psalm 10:16

Your kingdom is ﻿﻿an ﻿﻿everlasting kingdom, and Your dominion endures throughout all generations.  Psalm 145:13

Who would not fear You, O ﻿﻿King of the nations? Indeed it is Your due! For among all the ﻿﻿wise men of the nations and in all their kingdoms, there is none like You. 8 But they are altogether ﻿﻿stupid and foolish in their discipline of ﻿﻿delusion—﻿﻿their idol is wood!...10 But the Lord is the ﻿﻿true God; He is the ﻿﻿living God and the ﻿﻿everlasting King. At His wrath the ﻿﻿earth quakes, and the nations cannot ﻿﻿endure His indignation. Jeremiah 10:7-8, 10
F. The Absolute Scope of God’s Dominion & Authority

1. Possession

God possesses, or owns, the heavens and the earth and all that is in them because He is the Maker of them all. The reason that God can give land to someone or even give a people group to another nation in judgment is because He retains possession of all land and every person and He can do with them what He will at His discretion. Any authority, possession, or privilege that humans, angels, or animals have is all a matter of stewardship because it ultimately belongs to Him.

“And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High. He blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” He gave him a tenth of all. The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods for yourself.” Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the Lord God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth… ” (Genesis 14:18–22, NASB95) 

Moses said to him, “As soon as I go out of the city, I will spread out my hands to the Lord; the thunder will cease and there will be hail no longer, that you may know that the earth is the Lord’s.” (Exodus 9:29, NASB95) 

‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine… (Exodus 19:5, NASB95) 

The land, moreover, shall not be sold permanently, for the land is Mine; for you are but aliens and sojourners with Me. ” (Leviticus 25:23, NASB95) 

“Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. ” (Deuteronomy 10:14, NASB95) 

“Who has given to Me that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is Mine. ” (Job 41:11, NASB95) 

The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it.  (Psalm 24:1, NASB95) 

“For every beast of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. “I know every bird of the mountains, and everything that moves in the field is Mine. “If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is Mine, and all it contains. ” (Psalm 50:10–12, NASB95) 

The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; the world and all it contains, You have founded them.  (Psalm 89:11, NASB95) 

O Lord, how many are Your works! In wisdom You have made them all; The earth is full of Your possessions. (Psalm 104:24, NASB95) 

2. Dominion
Authority, or dominion, is based on ownership. The corollary to the truth of God’s possession of all things is that His dominion is absolute and boundless. 

But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.  (Psalm 115:3, NASB95) 

Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps. (Psalm 135:6, NASB95) 

“Give them this charge for their masters: Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: This is what you shall say to your masters: It is I who by my great power and my outstretched arm have made the earth, with the people and animals that are on the earth, and I give it to whomever I please. Now I have given all these lands into the hand of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, my servant, and I have given him even the wild animals of the field to serve him. ” (Jeremiah 27:4–6, NRSV) 

“While the word was in the king’s mouth, a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is declared: sovereignty has been removed from you, and you will be driven away from mankind, and your dwelling place will be with the beasts of the field. You will be given grass to eat like cattle, and seven periods of time will pass over you until you recognize that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind and bestows it on whomever He wishes.’ “Immediately the word concerning Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled; and he was driven away from mankind and began eating grass like cattle, and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair had grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws. “But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation. “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’ “At that time my reason returned to me. And my majesty and splendor were restored to me for the glory of my kingdom, and my counselors and my nobles began seeking me out; so I was reestablished in my sovereignty, and surpassing greatness was added to me. “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride.” ” (Daniel 4:31–37, NASB95) 

So David blessed the Lord in the sight of all the assembly; and David said, “Blessed are You, O Lord God of Israel our father, forever and ever. 11“﻿﻿Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O Lord, and You exalt Yourself as head over all.  12 “﻿﻿Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and ﻿﻿in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone.  13 “Now therefore, our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. 14 “But who am I and who are my people that we should ﻿﻿be able to offer as generously as this? For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have given You. For we are sojourners before You, and tenants, as all our fathers were; our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope. ” (1 Chronicles 29:10-15, NASB95) 

G. Summary of God’s Dominion
1. As this litany of passages makes so clear, the LORD owns everything, is above everything, rules over everything, and wields absolute authority over everything. His sovereignty cannot be challenged and His dominion is in no way mitigated. 

He ﻿﻿rules by His might forever;  His ﻿﻿eyes keep watch on the nations;  let not the rebellious ﻿﻿exalt themselves. Psalm 66:7

2. The rebellion of both humanity and angels must be understood within this perspective. An appropriate analogy would be that of a king who is fully aware of treasonous men within some part of his kingdom but is restraining from utilizing the full potency of His armies in the hopes that such men will be wise and remember the might of the king should his wrath be aroused. 
3. There is a very specific day that is appointed when all things will be judged (cf. Ps. 75:2 8; Acts 17:31), but right now God is showing almost unthinkable amnesty to His enemies. We must not interpret this mercy as even the slightest infringement upon God’s total sovereignty. In short, the Lord is not trying to regain dominion – it was never lost. God sees the full extent of the rebellion, He is displeased with it, He will bring a swift end to it, but He is restraining from judgment until the Day of the LORD . 
H. Application to Prayer

1. The parameters of God’s relationship to His creation are the parameters of prayer. And defining God’s sovereignty is to define His governance of His kingdom, or His relationship to His creation.  
2. However we conceive of God’s sovereignty, therefore, will determine how we will relate to Him in prayer because it informs what He has done, what He can do and what He will do when we ask Him.

II. Biblical truth of god’s relationship to creation generally

A. The LORD Gives Life to All Things

“Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah and Pethahiah, said, “Arise, bless the Lord your God forever and ever! O may Your glorious name be blessed And exalted above all blessing and praise! “You alone are the Lord. You have made the heavens, The heaven of heavens with all their host, The earth and all that is on it, The seas and all that is in them. You give life to all of them And the heavenly host bows down before You. ” (Nehemiah 9:5–6, NASB95) 

The young lions roar after their prey and seek their food from God.  (Psalm 104:21, NASB95) 

They all wait for You to give them their food in due season. You give to them, they gather it up; You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good. You hide Your face, they are dismayed; You take away their spirit, they expire and return to their dust. You send forth Your Spirit, they are created; and You renew the face of the ground.  (Psalm 104:27–30, NASB95) 

You open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.  (Psalm 145:16, NASB95) 

He gives to the beast its food, And to the young ravens which cry.  (Psalm 147:9, NASB95) 

“Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? “And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? “And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these. “But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! ” (Matthew 6:26–30, NASB95) 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. ” (Matthew 10:29, NASB95) 

B. The LORD Actively Presides Over His Creation
 3 ‘If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, and perform them, 4 then I will give you rain in its season, the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. Leviticus 26:3-4

 10 He gives rain on the earth, and sends waters on the fields. Job 5:10

6 For He says to the snow, ‘Fall on the earth’; Likewise to the gentle rain and the heavy rain of His strength… 9 From the chamber of the south comes the whirlwind, and cold from the scattering winds of the north. 10 By the breath of God ice is given, and the broad waters are frozen. 11 Also with moisture He saturates the thick clouds; He scatters His bright clouds. 12 And they swirl about, being turned by His guidance, that they may do whatever He commands them on the face of the whole earth.13 He causes it to come, whether for correction, or for His land, or for mercy. Job 37:6, 9-13

  7 You who still the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the peoples. 8 They also who dwell in the farthest parts are afraid of Your signs; You make the outgoings of the morning and evening rejoice. 9 You visit the earth and water it, You greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; You provide their grain, for so You have prepared it. 10 You water its ridges abundantly; You settle its furrows; You make it soft with showers, You bless its growth.  11 You crown the year with Your goodness, And Your paths drip with abundance. Psalm 65:7-11

 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. 7 At Your rebuke they fled; at the voice of Your thunder they hastened away.  8 They went up over the mountains; they went down into the valleys, to the place which You founded for them.  9 You have set a boundary that they may not pass over, that they may not return to cover the earth. 10 He sends the springs into the valleys; they flow among the hills. 11 They give drink to every beast of the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 By them the birds of the heavens have their home; they sing among the branches.  13 He waters the hills from His upper chambers; the earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your works.   Psalm 104:7-13

Who covers the heavens with clouds, Who provides rain for the earth, Who makes grass to grow on the mountains. ” (Psalm 147:8, NASB95) 

He sends out His command to the earth;  16 His word runs very swiftly. He gives snow like wool; He scatters the frost like ashes; 17 He casts out His hail like morsels; Who can stand before His cold? 18 He sends out His word and melts them; He causes His wind to blow, and the waters flow. Psalm 147:15-18 

 8 Fire and hail, snow and clouds; Stormy wind, fulfilling His word. Psalm 148:8 

III. biblical truth of God’s relationship to humanity Specifically
A. God Gives & Takes All Life According to His Will 
“Yet you, his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, even though you knew all this [the story of his father Nebuchadnezzar], 23 And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought the vessels of His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your concubines, have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified. Daniel 5:23

“In whose hand is the life of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind? ” (Job 12:10, NASB95) 

 14 If He should set His heart on it, if He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath, 15 all flesh would perish together, and man would return to dust. Job 34:14-15

Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it…”(Isaiah 42:5, NASB95) 

“The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; ” (Acts 17:24–25, NASB95) 

“The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life. ” (Job 33:4, NASB95) 

 “The Lord kills and makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises up. ” (1 Samuel 2:6, NASB95) 

“If one man sins against another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the Lord, who can intercede for him?” But they [Hophni and Phinehas] would not listen to the voice of their father, for the Lord desired to put them to death. ” (1 Samuel 2:25, NASB95) 

B. The LORD Gives Bread & Causes Famine

28 Therefore may God give you of the dew of heaven, of the fatness of the earth, And plenty of grain and wine. Genesis 27:28

28 This is the thing which I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do. 29 Indeed seven years of great plenty will come throughout all the land of Egypt; 30 but after them seven years of famine will arise, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt; and the famine will deplete the land. 31 So the plenty will not be known in the land because of the famine following, for it will be very severe. 32 And the dream was repeated to Pharaoh twice because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.  Genesis 41:28-32

He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and vegetation for the labor of man, so that he may bring forth food from the earth, and wine which makes man’s heart glad, so that he may make his face glisten with oil, and food which sustains man’s heart. ” (Psalm 104:14–15, NASB95) 

Then Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life, saying, “Arise and go, you and your household, and stay wherever you can; for the LORD has called for a famine, and furthermore, it will come upon the land for seven years.” 2 Kings 8:1     

C. God Presides Over the Lives of Men

The Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? ” (Exodus 4:11, NASB95) 

But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. ” (Job 2:10, NASB95) 

“Does He not see my ways And number all my steps? ” (Job 31:4, NASB95) 

“You know when I sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar. You scrutinize my path and my lying down, And are intimately acquainted with all my ways. Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, You know it all. You have enclosed me behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it. ” (Psalm 139:2–6, NASB95) 

The One forming light and creating darkness, Causing well-being and creating calamity; I am the Lord who does all these. (Isaiah 45:7, NASB95) 

“I know, O Lord, that a man’s way is not in himself, Nor is it in a man who walks to direct his steps. ” (Jeremiah 10:23, NASB95) 

If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble? If a calamity occurs in a city has not the Lord done it?  (Amos 3:6, NASB95) 
IV. Contrast with modern scientific worldview & conclusions

A. Naturalism

1. Historical Development

a. Leading up to the movements of the Renaissance and Enlightenment there were differing views of how to view the functioning of the world held in Western philosophy.
b. With Isaac Newton (1643-1727), however, all that changed. Through his introduction of the concept of natural laws and his method of arguing for these principles, Newton established an all-encompassing construct for the functioning of the universe and founded the modern, scientific worldview.

2. Effect

24 They do not say in their heart, “Let us now fear the LORD our God,  Who gives rain, both the former and the latter, in its season. He reserves for us the appointed weeks of the harvest.” Jeremiah 5:24

a. The introduction of Nature as the mechanism of the consistency of the cosmos radically undermined the message of general revelation that renders all men without excuse – in both its goodness and its terror. 
b. The unregenerate are not induced to gratitude nor reduced to repentance by God’s actions in creation. God’s people are robbed of gratitude and left ignorant of His righteous judgments.  
c. The moral decline of Western society quickly followed with the introduction of this philosophy because humanity had creates a means by which it could systematically ignore God’s witness. 

B. A Faithful Creator

“Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. ” (1 Peter 4:19, NASB95) 

1. Upholding All Things

17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. Colossians 1:17

3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, Hebrews 1:3

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.” Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.” But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. (James 4:13–16, NASB95) 

5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, 6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 2 Peter 3: 5-7

2. Consistency

“While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And day and night Shall not cease.” ” (Genesis 8:22, NASB95) 

“He made the moon for the seasons; The sun knows the place of its setting. You appoint darkness and it becomes night, In which all the beasts of the forest prowl about. ” (Psalm 104:19–20, NASB95) 

The day is Yours, the night also is Yours; You have prepared the light and the sun, 17 You have set all the borders of the earth; You have made summer and winter. Ps. 74:16-17

35 Thus says the LORD, Who gives the sun for a light by day, the ordinances of the moon and the stars for a light by night, Who disturbs the sea, And its waves roar (The LORD of hosts is His name): Jeremiah 31:35

3. The Myth of Nature
12 When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept them. But I will consume them by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.” …22 Are there any among the idols of the nations that can cause rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Are You not He, O LORD our God? Therefore we will wait for You, Since You have made all these. Jeremiah 14:12,22 

a. The consistency and predictability of God’s creation is a statement of His faithfulness in upholding all things, not of the sovereignty of natural law. 

b. There are no natural disasters, nor has there ever been a single natural nice day, or natural sunset, or natural harvest – Nature as a mechanism of explanation does not exist. Therefore, God has never done anything supernatural. There is nothing to supersede. He upholds and sustains everything and actively causes its patterns.

c. At times, God will break from His normal way of doing things in order to garner heightened attention to His power. This we may call a sign, wonder, or miracle – just as Scripture does.
d. When the sun stood still (cf. Josh. 10), the LORD did not have to interrupt anything. He just stopped making the earth spin for a little while. When God spared the three Jewish captives from the fires of Nebuchadnezzar, He was not superseding a law of elemental combustion that makes fire hot. He is the One who makes fire hot, just as He is the One who causes grass to grow. For Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego He simply did not make fire hot that time. Usually God does make fire hot, so it was indeed a sign, but it was not supernatural. 

4. The Missing Component

“A mechanical view of the nature of ultimate reality is made more credible by the fact that we live in a mechanically organized world. We are familiar with the story of the long rearguard action fought by theologians against the relentless advance of this way of understanding the world. At point after point, attempts have been made to identify the places where the mechanical explanation breaks down and some kind of divine intervention has to be posited as the only explanation. But, as we well know, time after time the gap has been closed and the “God of the gaps” has had to retreat to another temporary refuge.”

a. The enormous mistake that this excerpt so clearly reveals is that God’s activity in the world must be metaphysical. This assumptions rests wholly on the dualistic understanding of the universe based on Platonic philosophy.

b. Acting on this premise,  the intellectuals of the Enlightenment sought for the “missing link” of explanation – the mysterious supernatural force – that forced belief in deity. They did not find these “supernatural” elements, and therefore found their deception reinforced.

c. Yet this concept is entirely mistaken and unbiblical. Dualism is false, there are no metaphysics, God governs His creation from within it, and there is nothing “natural” about God employing physical means to perform His wonders. The Exodus is a case study is disproving this faulty view of the world and God’s relation to it:
 16 Moreover He called for a famine in the land; He destroyed all the provision of bread…. 26 He sent Moses His servant, And Aaron whom He had chosen. 27 They performed His signs among them, And wonders in the land of Ham. 28 He sent darkness, and made it dark; And they did not rebel against His word.  29 He turned their waters into blood, And killed their fish. 30 Their land abounded with frogs, Even in the chambers of their kings. 31 He spoke, and there came swarms of flies, And lice in all their territory. 32 He gave them hail for rain, And flaming fire in their land. 33 He struck their vines also, and their fig trees, And splintered the trees of their territory. 34 He spoke, and locusts came, Young locusts without number, 35 And ate up all the vegetation in their land, And devoured the fruit of their ground… 41 He opened the rock, and water gushed out; It ran in the dry places like a river. Psalm 105:16,26-35,41

13 So Moses stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind on the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 14 And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt and rested on all the territory of Egypt. They were very severe; previously there had been no such locusts as they, nor shall there be such after them. 15 For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was darkened; and they ate every herb of the land and all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left. So there remained nothing green on the trees or on the plants of the field throughout all the land of Egypt…19 And the LORD turned a very strong west wind, which took the locusts away and blew them into the Red Sea. There remained not one locust in all the territory of Egypt… Exodus 10:13-15, 19

 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. Exodus 14:21-22
 1 Now when the people complained, it displeased the LORD; for the LORD heard it, and His anger was aroused. So the fire of the LORD burned among them, and consumed some in the outskirts of the camp. 2 Then the people cried out to Moses, and when Moses prayed to the LORD, the fire was quenched….31 Now a wind went out from the LORD, and it brought quail from the sea and left them fluttering near the camp, about a day’s journey on this side and about a day’s journey on the other side, all around the camp, and about two cubits above the surface of the ground. Numbers 11:1-2, 31

4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up. Jonah 1:4

8 And it happened, when the sun arose, that God prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat on Jonah’s head, so that he grew faint. Then he wished death for himself, and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”  Jonah 4:8

d. The fact that we can predict the weather is a statement of God’s faithfulness and kindness, not of natural law. If there had been meteorologists in 1500 B.C. they could have seen the massive wind that God stirred to part the sea.
5. Understanding His Dealings

45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. Matthew 5:45

“Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. And Jesus said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans because they suffered this fate? “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. “Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them were worse culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem? “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” ” (Luke 13:1–5, NASB95) 

17 Nevertheless He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness.” Acts 14:17

a. When we see that God is actively and equally responsible for  both tranquility and calamity, then a disaster coming upon a people or place is not necessarily a sign of His particular displeasure with that people, anymore than the absence of a disaster day after day is necessarily a sign of His pleasure with a people or place. He is just as actively responsible both.
b. There are, of course, times when a disaster is a specific judgment against a specific region or people, and times when the absence of it is His favor toward a region or people. But the normative response for all people at all times should be to fear the LORD for His kindness and His rebuke.
V. application to prayer

“And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come.” And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” ” (Revelation 4:8–11, NASB95) 

A. Intercession & the Throne

1. Prayer, like worship, is personally oriented. Because we are praying to Someone, our intercession is oriented around somewhere, because Jesus has an authentic human body and He is in an actual place in the heavens. 

2. In intercession we are approaching the supreme Governor in the governmental center of the universe. That is why through faith we ‘come before’ the throne of God (cf. Eph 3, Heb 4). All intercession, therefore, is oriented around a real throne and occurs in an overtly governmental context.
3. Prayer is not hurling phrases into the air and hoping they are heard in some abstract way. We are making requests that are being considered in a real place by a real Person – the sovereign King of all things.

B. The Need for Clarity Concerning His Sovereign Power in Prayer

1. By turning our eyes to heaven and acquiring a revelation of the throne, we will begin to offer our prayers within the context of the active and absolute sovereignty of God.

2. Right now the LORD is on His throne and His kingdom rules over all. God reigns over all things, He upholds all things, He sustains all things, and He possesses all things . 

3. We have so much unbelief concerning His sovereignty that we have to embrace a radical focus on the throne until it moves from being a fairy-tale to a reality that engenders faith in our soul. His throne has been reduced to a metaphor and the prayer life of the church has suffered as a result. 

4. In our hearts (regardless of what adhered to in our minds) we translate God’s patient, merciful restraint from judgment during this age of amnesty as impotence. A vision of His throne, and faith in His total, absolute sovereignty is the remedy for this deep-seated unbelief. 
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