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I. overview of the culmination of replication & Convergence in the millennial reign of christ

A. Introduction

1. Replication on all levels reaches its climax in the millennial reign of Christ. As a result it is the height of convergence and dynamically anticipates the restoration of Heaven and earth when the Holy City descends at the end of the Millennium.

2. All of the primary features of the Holy City and its Temple on high will be exactly mirrored on the earth through the kingdom of Christ and His city. 

3. Therefore, during the thousand-year reign of Christ the Millennial Temple will be in full, unhindered convergence with the Heavenly Temple. The mountain-city of Jerusalem on the earth will be the point of intersection between Heaven and earth. 

B. Overview of the Parallel Replication in the Millennial Age

1. Vast Mountain-City of Precious Stones with Temple at its Height (Ezekiel 40:2, Ezekiel 43:12, Isaiah 54:11-12, Psalm 48, Isaiah 2:1-4, Zechariah 6:12-13)

2. River of Life Flowing from the Temple toward the East (Ezekiel 47:1-12)

3. Trees with Life-Giving & Healing Properties (Ezekiel 47:1-12)

4. God the Son Enthroned within the Temple (Ezekiel 43:7, Jeremiah 3:15-17, Isaiah  60:13)

5. Unceasing Prayer & Worship (Isaiah 62:5-6, Luke 18:7-8, Psalm 72:15, Amos 9:10-12)

6. Yahweh will be worshipped Universally & Exclusively (see below)

C. The Great Transition – Understanding Universal & Exclusive Worship

While the Davidic era saw significant replication of the liturgy of the Heavenly Temple on a continual basis, the scope of this replication was very limited. Like the Tabernacle of David, the Millennial Temple-Throne will be surrounded by unceasing worship that is musical, prayerful, and antiphonal. Yet unlike the Tabernacle of David, the Millennial Temple will be a center of worship far beyond the borders of Israel. There will truly be a house of prayer for all nations.  
1. God’s passion for His glory burns brightly and the world is not aimlessly spinning into the future. The rampant, emblazoned idolatry that fills the earth is an atrocity in the eyes of the LORD.  He is fiercely committed to the worth of Christ being extolled as it should be.

For what is highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God. Luke 16:15

2. All that is presently exalted or esteemed among men is looked upon with abhorrence in the LORD’s eyes precisely because only He should be highly exalted by men.  God has ordained a day in which His glory and His name alone will be reverenced and magnified in the earth, just as it is in Heaven.
11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.  12 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall come upon everything proud and lofty, upon everything lifted up… Isaiah 2:11-12

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Habakkuk 2:14 (see Isaiah 11:9, Psalm 72:19)

10 Cease striving and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. Psalm 46:10

13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, For His name alone is exalted; His glory is above the earth and heaven. Psalm 148:13

3. The ‘problem’ of salvation is not human discontentment. We are not being saved from our unhappiness. We are being saved from wrath that is rightly due us because of our treasonous rebellion away from our created purpose of giving glory to God and gravitation toward all manner of self-gratification. The chief crisis that the great comission is intended to remedy is not that men are going to hell but that God is not worshipped as He should be. The former view is man-centered, the latter is God-centered. Because God is infinitely merciful, the impending doom of the unregenerate masses is surely a crisis, but the larger calamity is the actual offense that is causing a compassionate Creator to send them to the lake of fire.
4. The extreme disparity between the present condition of the earth and the unstoppable, global exaltation of God alone should cause us to tremble because it will necessitate a worldwide upheaval unlike anything we can fathom.  He will arise and shake everything that can be shaken.

 17 The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be brought low; the LORD alone will be exalted in that day, 18 But the idols He shall utterly abolish.  19 They shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, From the terror of the LORD and the glory of His majesty, when He arises to shake the earth mightily. Isaiah 2:17-19

D. The Great Worship Movement

1. Implications

a. Although it may not appear so initially, this transition is synonymous with a truly global movement of worship.  For His self-exaltation is not arbitrary - it is about the realization of who He is and how the people of the earth respond to Him. Worship is simply the adoring response to the glory of who He is.

b. At the end of the age God will shatter the religious pluralism and gross idolatry that presently reigns among the nations and confront the earth with His identity so that all must reckon with the truth that He alone is the living God.  

c. The consequence of this radical clarification will be that men will either love Him fully or hate Him fully. God’s unprecedented self-revelation will remove all neutrality and He alone will be exalted - either through the loving, reverent worship of all who repent or through His swift judgment of everyone and everything that resists.  

2. Universal Worship

a. Thus, when He alone will be exalted, He alone will be worshipped.  A parallel to Isaiah 2 makes this clear:

11 The LORD will be awesome to them, for He will reduce to nothing all the gods of the earth; people shall worship Him, each one from his place, indeed all the shores of the nations.  Zephaniah 2:11

b. A day is coming when all of the nations will worship Yahweh.  All across the earth, real people with beating hearts and breath in their lungs will sing.

27All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will worship before You.  Psalm 22:27

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth; 2Sing the glory of His name; make His praise glorious. 3Say to God, "How awesome are Your works!...4 All the earth will worship You, and will sing praises to You; they will sing praises to Your name.  Psalm 66:1-4

  3 Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You.  4 Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy!  For You shall…govern the nations on earth… 7God shall bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. Ps 67:3-4, 7

All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O Lord, and they shall glorify Your name.  Psalm 86:9

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD, when they hear the words of Your mouth.  5 Yes, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD.  Psalm 138:4-5

E. The Ends of the Earth & the Living God

1. The New Testament Understanding of God’s Revelation & Exaltation

a. Isaiah 45 is one of the pinnacles of the monotheistic worship mandated by the Old Testament.  Nine times in this single chapter the Lord emphatically declares that He is the Lord – Yahweh – and that He alone is God. It also describes that great hour when the entire earth will acknowledge His unique identity and bow before Him.       

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; there is no God besides Me… 6 That they may know from the rising of the sun to its setting that there is none besides Me.  I am the LORD, and there is no other…18For thus says the LORD, Who created the heavens, Who is God, Who formed the earth and made it, Who has established it, Who did not create it in vain...:  “ I am the LORD, and there is no other… And there is no other God besides Me, a just God and a Savior; There is none besides Me.  22 “ Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth!  For I am God, and there is no other.  23 I have sworn by Myself; the word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that to Me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall take an oath. Is 45:5-6, 18, 21-23

b. Quoting the passage above, Paul makes clear that the way in which all the nations will recognize the identity of the true living God and bow before His majesty is in the person of Christ – the Holy One of Israel incarnate.

6 …who, being in the form of God, did not consider equality with God to be used for His own advantage, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil 2:6-11

c. The name above every name is not Jesus, but rather Lord.  The latter is the reverential substitute in Greek (kurios) for the divine name of Yahweh, which is clear even from the context of Isaiah 45.  

d. Jesus is the LORD – Yahweh – and it is He who alone will be exalted in that day, rebounding to the glory of the Father and the Spirit.

e. That the exaltation of the Lord alone is synonymous with the exaltation of the Lord Jesus alone is made even more explicit when Paul quotes Isaiah 2 as he describes the return of Jesus:

7 ..give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed. II Thess 1:6-10

2. The Worth of Christ at the End of the Age

17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. Colossians 1:17-18

a. Each day moves closer to one inescapable, irresistible end: the preeminence of Christ in all things.  He who is now often overlooked in the Church in the West and byword in the nations will be revealed in all His glory and universally worshipped by all as God Himself.
 3 Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as He fights in the day of battle. 4 And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east… 9 And the LORD shall be King over all the earth.  In that day it shall be—“ The LORD is one,” and His name one… 16 And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 17 And it shall be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain. 18 If the family of Egypt will not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they shall receive the plague with which the LORD strikes the nations who do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. 19This shall be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not come up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.  Zechariah 14:3-4, 9, 16-19
b. Every knee will bow, every idol will be crushed, and everything that now exalts itself will be brought to the dust before the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  God’s unquenchable passion for His glory and His unstoppable plan to exalt His Son necessitate a worship movement.

F. The Worship Movement

8 I am the LORD, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to carved images… 10 Sing to the LORD a new song, and His praise from the ends of the earth, you who go down to the sea, and all that is in it, you coastlands and you inhabitants of them!... 12 Let them give glory to the LORD, and declare His praise in the coastlands. Isaiah 42:8-12
11 For from the rising of the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every place incense shall be offered to My name, and a pure offering; for My name shall be great among the nations,” says the LORD of hosts. Malachi 1:11

1. As the return of Jesus is drawing near and the dynamic convergence of heaven and earth slowly begins, the Lord is establishing the prayer and worship movement unto the larger purpose of Jesus being adored as He deserves and as He is in heaven – incessantly, universally, and exclusively. 
2. This will continue to swell in the decades leading up to His return but will not reach its climax until after the return of Jesus with the Millennial Temple as its focal point.

3. As the Holy Spirit increasingly brings the glory of Jesus to the forefront in the Church there will be no need to convince anyone of the legitimacy or necessity of night and day worship. Love will compel them to stand before Him in adoration and spend their strength at His feet.

2 In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious… Isaiah 4:2

17 Your eyes will see the King in His beauty…  Isaiah 33:17

4. At the end of the age the deepest affections of the Church will be captured by the beauty of Jesus. It will be our greatest joy to offer the perpetual incense of praise from the rising of the sun to its going down, even as we await that glorious day – His Day – when all the people of the earth will join in our song.

II. Jesus the Temple

A. Jesus the Temple

19 Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said. John 2:19-22

5 Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? 6 Yet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the temple.  Matthew 12:5-6

1. Introduction

a. In these passages, along with other very potent ways in the New Testament, Jesus is presented in superiority to the Temple  - He commands authority over it and embodies the reality of it.

b. This raises the question of how Jesus can both build a temple (as we have seen in earlier in this session) and be the Temple?  Is there an incongruity between who Jesus is and what He came to do and the narrative of the Old Testament? What happened in the coming of Jesus, how does that impact worship, and as Christians how are we to understand the story of the Temple? How does this inform our thoughts about the phenomenon of night and day prayer now?

2. Incarnation

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God…14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.  Jn 1:1-2, 14

a. The Gospel of John depicts the Incarnation in very specific terms intended to clearly convey that what happened in the coming of the Eternal Word was the fullness of the reality Israel had formerly known in the Temple. This occurs in two primary ways:

b. First, John uses the word “tabernacle” (Greek word σκηνόω) to describe the manifestation of God in the flesh. It is only used five times in the New Testament and means to take up residence in a tent. 

c. Secondly, in I Kings and II Chronicles the word used to describe the innermost part of Solomon’s temple is דביר (dâbiyr). Usually coupled with the Hebrew word for ‘holy’, the phrase literally means the holy oracle. Finding this awkward, English translators render the word “sanctuary” to try to convey the meaning. 
d. Translators of the Septuagint did not even attempt to render it with a Greek word and instead simply used Greek letters to form the sound of the word in Hebrew. If it was going to translated into Greek, the word would be λόγος, which is comparable to the Hebrew word that dâbiyr is derived from (dabar). This is the title repeatedly ascribed to Jesus in Jn 1:1-14.
e. The cumulative effect of these two observations, together with the emphasis on the theme of glory in John 1:14-18 and its Old Testament association with the temple, is that the identity of Jesus is the fullness of what was present in the Holy of Holies in both the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon.  
B. The Theology of the Temple & the Incarnation

1. Ark

a. In this light we can see that rather than the temple as a whole, it is actually the ark which is symbolic of Jesus and the ark is the reality which He fulfills. Although it can be used accurately to mean the temple as a whole, the word Jesus uses in John 2 (ναός) means sanctuary (the holy place) in the formal sense.

b. Jesus therefore, instead of the Ark, becomes the connection between Heaven and earth (John 1:51) – He is the ladder and the gate to Heaven. Whereas the Ark and the Holy of Holies were in times past the only point of access into the Holy City, or the Cosmic Throne, Jesus is now the way of access because in His identity is the point of convergence.

…to the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 11 according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. Ephesians 3:10-12

14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession…16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14, 16

c. Through His unique identity and work, Jesus rent the veil and opened a new and living way into the Heavenly Sanctuary. Through Him and in Him we will ultimately enter into our everlasting dwelling in the City, and until then we access that place by faith. 

19   Therefore, brethren, since we ﻿﻿have confidence to ﻿﻿enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus,  20  by ﻿﻿a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through ﻿﻿the veil, that is, His flesh… Hebrews 10:19-20

d. Redemption and relationship has a geographic/cosmographic focal point. It was accomplished and a real place (the Heavenly Sanctuary) by Christ and aims to get us to a very specific place (the Holy City & the Heavenly Temple). Our relationship with God transcends spatial constraints but is never divorced from it. Jesus stated plainly and passionately that He desired us to be with Him where He is, and that He is the only way to get there.

33 “﻿﻿Little children, I am with you ﻿﻿a little while longer. ﻿﻿You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34 “A ﻿﻿new commandment I give to you, ﻿﻿that you love one another, ﻿﻿even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 “﻿﻿By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 36 Simon Peter ﻿﻿said to Him, “Lord, where are You going?” Jesus answered, “﻿﻿Where I go, you cannot follow Me now; but ﻿﻿you will follow later”…1 “﻿﻿Do not let your heart be troubled; ﻿﻿believe in God, believe also in Me.  2 “In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for ﻿﻿I go to prepare a place for you. 3 “If I go and prepare a place for you, ﻿﻿I will come again and receive you to Myself, that ﻿﻿where I am, there you may be also. 4 “And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas ﻿﻿said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus ﻿﻿said to him, “I am ﻿﻿the way, and ﻿﻿the truth, and ﻿﻿the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. John 13:33-36, 14:1-6
2. An Unnecessary Presence

a. The result is that Jesus proclaimed the existence of the temple in His day an unnecessary presence. The glory of God (the convergence of Heaven and earth) departed in Ezekiel 10 and never returned to the Second (post-exilic) Temple. 
b. The mere presence of God in the Flesh standing in the vast temple-complex was the condemnation of the institution of the temple. They rejected and reviled Him while clinging with fierce allegiance to a hollow room.
c. The outward practices of corruption and greed that Jesus so forcefully condemned were just symptomatic of the underlying truth that the temple had long ago ceased to be the Temple. It was not the intersection of Heaven and earth and it was not the place above all else where God was honored and revered. The LORD Himself had descended to the earth, pronounced that sentence of judgment, and made it obsolete.
d. Among other things, the destruction of the temple in 70 A.D. was a dramatic display of this great transition that had occurred. In the advent of Christ, the LORD had both judged the historic institution of the temple and subsumed its reality in Himself.

﻿13﻿ ﻿﻿In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. Hebrews 8:13

3. Spirit & Truth

a. In His coming Jesus absolutely (once and for all) redefined the presence/dwelling of God and therefore oriented worship around Himself and not a particular locale in the sense in which it had been historically.

20  “﻿﻿Our fathers worshiped in ﻿﻿this mountain, and you people say that ﻿﻿in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” 21 Jesus ﻿﻿said to her, “Woman, believe Me, ﻿﻿an hour is coming when ﻿﻿neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 “﻿﻿You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for ﻿﻿salvation is from the Jews.  23 “But ﻿﻿an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father ﻿﻿in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  24 “God is ﻿﻿spirit, and those who worship Him must worship ﻿﻿in spirit and truth.”  25 The woman ﻿﻿said to Him, “I know that ﻿﻿Messiah is coming (﻿﻿He who is called Christ); when that One comes, He will declare all things to us.” 26 Jesus ﻿﻿said to her, “﻿﻿I who speak to you am He.” John 4:20-26

b. Yet this does not in any way mean that devotion and worship is not geographically centered, it just means that it is now personally oriented and that Person is in Heaven (and not in a geographic locale on the earth).

c. The contrast of John 4, then, is not one of ‘sacramental’ versus completely delocalized, but one of nationalistic allegiance (Jerusalem or Gerazim) to Christ as the object of faith. Since devotion was now centered overtly on a Person in Heaven rather than a place, worship was freed from the bounds of national borders

C. Conclusions

1. The Relationship of Christ to the Eschatological Temple

a. In conclusion, we return to the question of whether the theological ramifications of the Incarnation we have examined rewrite the story that had already been told through the prophets? We must answer a resounding “no!”. They do, however center the story upon Christ and reveal that He is the focal point of the temple-narrative.

b. The Millennial Temple would only be a regression if there was a veil and a mercy seat. Yet this is not what Ezekiel envisions. The worship in the Millennial Temple is overtly oriented around the presence/throne of Jesus.

“It shall be in those days when you are multiplied and increased in the land,” declares the Lord, “they will ﻿﻿no longer say, ‘The ark of the covenant of the Lord.’ And it will not come to mind, nor will they remember it, nor will they miss it, nor will it be made again.   17 “At that time they will call Jerusalem ‘The ﻿﻿Throne of the Lord,’ and ﻿﻿all the nations will be gathered to it, to Jerusalem, for the ﻿﻿name of the Lord; nor will they ﻿﻿walk anymore after the stubbornness of their evil heart. Jeremiah 3:16-17

“For the ﻿﻿nation and the kingdom which will not serve you will perish, and the nations will be utterly ruined. “The ﻿﻿glory of Lebanon will come to you, the ﻿﻿juniper, the box tree and the cypress together, to beautify the place of My sanctuary; and I shall make the ﻿﻿place of My feet glorious. Isaiah 60:12-13
And the ﻿﻿Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the ﻿﻿glory of the Lord filled the house. 6  Then I heard one speaking to me from the house, while a ﻿﻿man was standing beside me. 7 He said to me, “Son of man, this is the place of My ﻿﻿throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will ﻿﻿dwell among the sons of Israel forever. Ezekiel 43:5-7

A ﻿﻿throne will even be established in lovingkindness, and a judge will sit on it in faithfulness in the tent of ﻿﻿David; moreover, he will seek justice and be prompt in righteousness. Isaiah 16:15

2. Changing Our Perspective

a. The key question is what else would we do if Jesus was on the earth?  Of course worship will be localized because He will be present and accessible on the earth again.  

b. The idea that His identity as the Sanctuary nullifies a localized expression of worship, or that such an idea stands in opposition to worship in ‘spirit’ and ‘truth’ makes the physical return of Jesus a fairy tale.  

c. Will love be content to never see Him and never laud Him in person just because we have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit now? If Jesus were on the earth right now, would His people not throng to where He was?

3. The Real Problem

a. The objection to the Millennial Temple, therefore, is not a Christological one as much as an philosophical one. The Platonic-saturated form of Christianity so rampant in the West does not accommodate a lucid vision of Jesus actually on the earth again. 

b. Even though the rhetoric of His first coming is retained, it is glossed over with a coat of ethereality until the land of Israel and its people are distant enough to avoid disrupting the system of thought. 

c. Amillennialism, and its rejection of an eschatological temple, is not the fruit of exegesis but rather the offspring of a worldview that precludes the restoration of the earth, the resurrection of the body, and the reign of Jesus upon the earth. The flawed biblical interpretation only comes after the initial leap into the philosophical perspective.

III. JEsus & the House of Prayer

﻿Then Jesus went into the temple ﻿﻿of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the ﻿﻿money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. ﻿13﻿ And He said to them, “It is written, ﻿﻿‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a ﻿﻿‘den of thieves.’” ﻿14﻿ Then the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. ﻿15﻿ But when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, “Hosanna to the ﻿﻿Son of David!” they were ﻿﻿indignant ﻿16﻿ and said to Him, “Do You hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you never read, ﻿﻿‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise’?”  ﻿17﻿ Then He left them and ﻿﻿went out of the city to Bethany, and He lodged there. Matthew 21:12-17

Our interpretation of this passage has tremendous bearing upon how we understand our present labor to build a ‘house of prayer’ because it basically determines what Jesus’ vision for a house of prayer actually is.

A. The House of the LORD
1. New Testament Usage

a. Everything in this passage hinges on precisely what ‘house’ Jesus is referring to in the passage. There are two times in the New Testament that the Lord’s house is referenced (Ephesians 2:19-22 and I Peter 2:4-7 could also be included):

﻿14﻿ These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; ﻿15﻿ but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ﻿﻿ground of the truth. ﻿16﻿  I Timothy 3:14-15

﻿3﻿ For this One has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as ﻿﻿He who built the house has more honor than the house. ﻿4﻿ For every house is built by someone, but ﻿﻿He who built all things is God. ﻿5﻿ ﻿﻿And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as ﻿﻿a servant, ﻿﻿for a testimony of those things which would be spoken afterward, ﻿6﻿ but Christ as ﻿﻿a Son over His own house, ﻿﻿whose house we are ﻿﻿if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope ﻿﻿firm to the end. Hebrews 3:3-6

b. As a result, many have come naturally come to the conclusion that when Jesus stood in Herod’s temple and prophesied that His house would be called “the house of prayer”, He was referring to the Church.

c. This would be a compelling conclusion if it were not for the fact that with these words Jesus is quoting an Old Testament passage. When we turn our eyes there it becomes very clear what the LORD had in His heart when He uttered those words.

2. Old Testament Context

6 “Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the Lord, to serve Him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be His servants—Everyone who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant— 7Even them I will ﻿﻿bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My ﻿﻿house of prayer. ﻿﻿Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be ﻿﻿accepted on My altar; for ﻿﻿My house shall be called a house of prayer ﻿﻿for all nations.” 8 The Lord God, ﻿﻿who gathers the outcasts of Israel, says, ﻿﻿“Yet I will gather to him others besides those who are gathered to him.” Isaiah 56:6-8

a. In Isaiah 56 we find the passage that Jesus was directly quoting when condemning the temple in Jerusalem. From the context there is a very strong parallel between those who will be brought to “My holy mountain” and those who will be made “joyful in My house of prayer.”

b. That the mountain of the LORD is indeed the ‘house’ Jesus is referring to is made clear by taking the larger context of the book of Isaiah into account.

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2  Now ﻿﻿it shall come to pass ﻿﻿in the latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it. 3 Many people shall come and say, ﻿﻿“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” ﻿﻿For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  Isaiah 2:1-3

c. This remarkable prophecy in Isaiah 2 clearly stands as the backdrop for the similar words later in the book. “All nations” and “many people” will throng to the “mountain of the Lords’ house” and the “house of the God of Jacob”, just as Isaiah 56 depicts foreigners being brought to His “holy mountain” and His “house of prayer.”

B. A House of Prayer for All Nations

1. It is now clear that as Jesus stood in Jerusalem just days before His crucifixion and uttered those remarkable words in condemnation of the temple that towered all around Him, He was not talking about the Church at all.

2. Instead, Jesus was prophesying the eventual destruction of Herod’s temple and the coming day when the Mountain of the Lord would be raised up as chief among the mountains and He would build His temple at its heights. To those blessed courts all people would come to bow down before the King of all the earth.

3. And there, at the crown of the glorious mountain-city of Jerusalem, would be the house of prayer for all nations – presided over by Yahweh in the flesh. This vision of what the “house of prayer” is, and what it is not, is vital to understanding what we are doing now when we labor to build a house of prayer.
4. Since clearly the New Testament does call the Church His house, and clearly we are called to be a people of prayer, there is nothing negative about using the language of the “house of prayer” for the Church, but this exegetical truth (as opposed to just a conceptual connection) must be paramount in our understanding. 
IV. An Ecclesiology of Sojourn – The New Testament Witness

A. Ecclesiology & Night and Day Prayer

1.  Changing Our Perspective

a. Before even trying to answer the question of what the New Testament says specifically about night and day worship and prayer our perspective must undergo a severe reorientation.

b. Instead of looking back at those writings from almost two-thousand years of chronological distance we must evaluate their statements as best we can from their perspective.

c. This approach can make us quite uncomfortable because we want the New Testament to be speaking directly to us. Yet it should be quite obvious that the authors were not speaking to us but to real people like themselves who lived at a real time, in a real place, with an authentic historical context within which their stories were unfolding.

d. The truth contained in those writings is inspired by the Spirit and thus timeless in it authority, but that truth was not communicated in a historical vacuum that happened to render it immune from the contours of the first-century and favorable to the West in the 21st century.
2. The Coming of the LORD
a. Although it raises a number of issues beyond the scope of this course, it is clear that the apostles thought Jesus was to return and establish His kingdom in their lifetime or shortly after. Stated alternatively, the apostles did not anticipate a two-thousand year delay before the realization of their great hope in Christ.

﻿﻿You too be patient; ﻿﻿strengthen your hearts, for ﻿﻿the coming of the Lord is ﻿﻿near. James 5:8

﻿﻿The end of all things ﻿﻿is near; therefore, ﻿﻿be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of ﻿﻿prayer. I Peter 4:7

Do this, knowing the time, that it is ﻿﻿already the hour for you to ﻿﻿awaken from sleep; for now ﻿﻿salvation is nearer to us than when we believed. 12 ﻿﻿The night is almost gone, and ﻿﻿the day is near. Therefore let us lay aside ﻿﻿the deeds of darkness and put on ﻿﻿the armor of light. Romans 13:11-12

Children, ﻿﻿it is the last hour; and just as you heard that ﻿﻿antichrist is coming, ﻿﻿even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. I John 2:18

Now these things happened to them as an ﻿﻿example, and ﻿﻿they were written for our instruction, upon whom ﻿﻿the ends of the ages have come. I Corinthians 10:11

b. This perspective dominates the writings of the New Testament and its application to the question of night and day prayer is enormous. 

c. The apostles were not wondering how the story would turn out. In the Old Testament the end of the story was already written and they were living in the unfolding fulfillment of it rather than writing a new story. Their fundamental expectation was like that of all Jews. They differed only in seeing Jesus as the sole means through which that fulfillment would occur. 

But this I admit to you, that according to ﻿﻿the Way which they call a ﻿﻿sect I do serve ﻿﻿﻿﻿the God of our fathers, ﻿﻿believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets; 15 having a hope in God, which ﻿﻿these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. Acts 24:14

“And now I am ﻿﻿standing trial ﻿﻿for the hope of ﻿﻿the promise made by God to our fathers; 7 the promise ﻿﻿to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God night and day.  And for this ﻿﻿hope, O King, I am being ﻿﻿accused by Jews. Acts 26:6

d. The apostles were living in the eager hope of the Day of the LORD and the resurrection of the body. The belief in a messianic kingdom and temple are inseparable from this, and thus their expectation that Jesus would soon return was synonymous with a belief that the Millennial Temple prophesied in Is. 56, Zech. 6, and Ezekiel 40-48 was also soon to be built. 

e. In their vision, the ultimate House of Prayer – the Mountain of the LORD’s House – was possibly decades away from being realized. Jesus Himself would establish night and day worship in Zion and the peoples of the earth would be enraptured in His praise.

3. The Church

a. The expression of the ‘Church’ as we think of it was never meant to be permanent. In the eyes of the apostles it was a holding pattern – a transient ‘form’ while they were waiting for the return of Christ. The apostles were not building something – they were waiting for Someone and sacrificially testifying of Him to others.

b. Therefore, the form of the Church was never intended to be a structure or institution. Instead, it was a congregation of strangers and pilgrims living in prayerful sojourn as the transition of the Gentile ingathering occurred. They were living in an interim state, an awkward pause between promise and culmination. 

c. Tragically, we have made what was meant to be temporary permanent, and in doing so lost our vision of what was supposed to be permanent. This is the danger of not grounding ecclesiology in eschatological truths.

4. The Heart & the Structure of Night and Day Devotion

a. In this light we can better understand the absence of any formal commands for a structure of continuous devotion. In the New Testament there are virtually no formal commands for anything structural or institutional. All that was insisted upon was that there was order (elders and deacons) and that believers were not to forsake gathering.

b. At the heart of the apostolic Church was not a desire to establish a ‘place’, organization, structure, or schedule. Yet despite this absence, it is clear that the consuming commitment to prayer at the heart of night and day devotion was powerfully present in the early Church.
A study of prayer in the apostolic Church reveals an astonishing array of themes, approaches, atmosphere. We read of prayer as spontaneous reaction in the midst of activity, as a privately planned solitude, as communal liturgical celebration. We find considerable variety in types: petitionary, thanking, praising, blessing, gazing, rejoicing, sorrowing…It relates prayer with fasting, wilderness, virginity, moral goodness. It speaks of all sorts of places for prayer: temple, beach, jail, riverside, rooftop, aboard ship, in the desert. We read of listening communion and of prayer as the place where the action is. We find prayer of earth tied with the liturgy of heaven. The New Testament presents our early ancestors as swimming in an ocean of intimate converse with their Lord. Their meeting with the Radiance of the Father’s beauty, the incarnated Son, was so unforgettable an experience that an omnipresent converse with him could be the only reasonable response.

﻿﻿We give thanks to God, ﻿﻿the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you… For this reason also, ﻿﻿since the day we heard of it, ﻿﻿we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the ﻿﻿﻿﻿knowledge of His will in all spiritual ﻿﻿wisdom and understanding… Colossians 1:3, 9

﻿﻿We give thanks to God always for all of you, ﻿﻿making mention of you in our prayers… I Thessalonians 1:2

For ﻿﻿what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account, 10 as we ﻿﻿night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may ﻿﻿see your face, and may ﻿﻿complete what is lacking in your faith? I Thess 3:9-10

﻿﻿Epaphras, ﻿﻿who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always ﻿﻿laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may ﻿﻿stand ﻿﻿﻿﻿perfect and ﻿﻿fully assured in all the will of God. Colossians 4:12

﻿﻿Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 18 in everything ﻿﻿give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. I Thessalonians 5:17-18

﻿﻿With all ﻿﻿prayer and petition ﻿﻿﻿﻿pray at all times ﻿﻿in the Spirit, and with this in view, ﻿﻿﻿﻿be on the alert with all ﻿﻿perseverance and ﻿﻿petition for all the saints… Ephesians 6:18

Peter was therefore kept in prison, but ﻿﻿constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. Acts 12:5

V. A Vision for the House of Prayer (Corporately and Theologically)

From this vantage point we may turn to the question of the purpose of night and day worship and prayer now and seek to understand its significance in the Lord’s heart.

A. Mirror

1. Presence

a. The way we understand the presence of God has changed from the story of the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of Solomon. As we have seen, the point of convergence between Heaven and earth is now in the person of Christ.

b. The Church, as His people and body, do now stand as an expression of His presence through our union to Him and the deposit of the Spirit within us. However, since Jesus is in the Heavenly Temple there is no longer a place of convergence on the earth or a geographic center where devotion is centered on the earth.

c. Once He returns, worship and prayer will not be limited to a certain locale but it will again have a geographic focal point (the Millennial Temple). The complete delocalization of devotion is an aberration limited the time in between His first and second coming.

2. Worship

a. Yet the recognition that the expression of God’s presence has changed does not mean His fundamental desire for worship has changed.

b. The Lord still desires that liturgical replication would happen on the earth even though structural replication is unnecessary until Christ returns.

c. As we have seen, it will be Jesus Himself who establishes the fullness of liturgical replication, but in this way present-tense incessant devotion stands a dynamic mirror of the reality of the Heavenly Temple on the earth.

B. Sign

1. Perpetual Intercession: A Sign of Injustice

a. Night and day intercession is a sign of an incessant protest that things are not the way they should be and drawing attention to the hope of when they will be.

b. When His people gather to cry out for His purposes to be fulfilled in the earth or simply for Him to return, we are militating against the illusion of contentment and progress that the earth is entrenched in. 

c. The present age is evil, all that is highly esteemed in the eyes of men is an abomination in the sight of God, and the unceasing cries of intercession declare that things must change.

2. Incessant Worship: A Sign of His Worth 

a. Incessant worship is a sign of His surpassing worth to both the Church and the nations of the earth.

b. We live in an hour when most the body of Christ deems it entirely right and natural for gas stations, hospitals, grocery stores, diners and drive-thru restaurants to be open twenty-four hours a day. No one questions the use of the fiscal and human resources necessary to ensure those services maintain a continuous presence. 

c. By contrast, the thought of the worth of Jesus being extolled in incessant worship and the burdens of God’s heart carried in perpetual intercession is met with skepticism by many of His people. It seems unnecessary, and even adverse, to expend the money and employ the people required to facilitate unceasing devotion. 

d. Although it would never be stated explicitly, what this undoubtedly reveals is that in the collective culture of the Church in the West our appetites, our health, and our convenience is of greater gravity to us than the glory of God. Our own comfort, expressed in myriad forms, is simply more necessary to maintain in our eyes than the necessity of God’s splendor to be praised.

e. Night and day worship, therefore, stands as a provocation to God’s people to cease from loving what is worthless and turn their eyes to behold what is precious and infinitely worthy of devotion.

O sons of men…how long will you love ﻿﻿what is worthless…? Psalm 4:2

3. Incessant Worship & Prayer: A Prophetic Sign

a. Every expression of night and day prayer throughout history stands as a prophetic sign pointing to the ultimate hope of His return and the true house of prayer in Jerusalem where the entire earth will worship Him universally and exclusively.  

b. The phenomenon of the house of prayer presently is happening because His return is near. Thus it is a chronological sign of the times as well.

c. This is one of the reasons why eschatology and the hope of the Day of the LORD simply cannot be divorced from a community endeavoring to pray without ceasing.

C. Catalyst

﻿33﻿ ﻿﻿Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is. ﻿34﻿ ﻿﻿It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave ﻿﻿authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch. ﻿35﻿ ﻿﻿Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning— ﻿36﻿ lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. ﻿37﻿ And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!” Mark 13:33-36

﻿“But ﻿﻿take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with ﻿﻿carousing, drunkenness, and ﻿﻿cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. ﻿ For ﻿﻿it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. ﻿36﻿ ﻿﻿Watch therefore, and ﻿﻿pray always that you may ﻿﻿be counted ﻿﻿worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and ﻿﻿to stand before the Son of Man.” Lk 21:34-36

1. Although clearly not all believers are called to minister to the LORD vocationally, all believers are called to watchfulness and prayerfulness.
2. All believers should see the worthiness of Jesus to be adored night and day and the inestimable value of the replication of the heavenly pattern of worship on the earth, but not all believers will necessarily be called to actively engage in facilitating this.

3. The constancy of the house of prayer serves as a catalyst for the entire body of Christ entering into sober, fervent, vigilant prayer.

� Aside from the clear contextual and linguistic reasons for this, it can be established exegetically from observing that Jesus received this name in conjunction with the exaltation of His resurrection. Along with thousands of other boys in Israel at the time, Jesus was known as Yeshua (Joshua) His entire life. It was only after the resurrection that men began to call on Him as Lord (Acts 2:37). See also Ephesians 1:20-21 and Hebrews 1:4 for the receiving of the Divine Name.


� The phrases “the presence of the Lord” and the “glory of His power” are direct references in Greek to the Hebrew phrases in Isaiah 2:19, “the terror of the Lord” and the “glory of His majesty”. Paul’s words correspond exactly to Isaiah 2:19 in the Septuagint.  


� Both of these passages, along with Malachi 1:11, refer directly to beholding Christ in the Millennium but they demonstrate God’s broader purpose to exalt Jesus and make Hs praise fill the earth.


� Thomas Dubay, Pilgrim’s Pray (New York, New York, Alba House: 1974) p 52-53. 


� This does not necessarily mean that the ministry of convergence facilitated through the cherubim cannot or does not occur – it just means that it is not associated with a particular geographic place. 





IHOP-KC Mission Base

www.IHOP.org

IHOP-KC Mission Base

www.IHOP.org


